








 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



April 2026  Richard Giffin (churchwarden) 

The church continues to be very active within the community of Hoxne thanks 
to the leadership of The Reverend Eleanor Goodison and The Reverend John 
McCraken and our elder, Caroline Abbott. This is not just for the exemplary 
conduct of the Church Services but in their support of Services outside this 
Church Building but also other activities including the Youth Club, Bible Studies 
and now the Community Luncheon. 

The Community Pay Back Scheme, managed and supported by the church has 
transformed the Churchyard. This has been recognized by the Bronze Eco 
church award. This has also led to the planting of a heritage orchard on the site 
of the old Sunday school and will be of benefit for the whole community. It is a 
place of reflection and tranquility for all the community. 

Several repairs have been made to the church grounds and buildings, and we 
will have to make more vital repairs to the leaking roof. We are in the process 
of seeking grants for this from a variety of sources.  

An exciting project is about to be formalized whereby we will restore our 
church bells to make them accessible to the bell ringing community and to call 
parishioners to worship as they over the centuries.  

As it is a rare Sunday without a Service in our church, we would certainly be 
pleased to receive more worshippers, but it is pleasing to welcome all. 

Hoxne Primary School hold the end of term Services along with Services in 
celebration of Harvest and the church has a good relationship with the school, 
visiting twice termly to give assemblies. 

The Lammas Day service to support the work of the Addington Fund attracts 
worshippers from far and wide and the collection in support of the Fund is 
over £2000.00 

Several community fundraising events have been staged this year including a 
summer and Christmas fair, bat evening and Christmas concert. The Christmas 
tree festival has proved once again to be a great success and drawn in many 
visitors. 



Our thanks go to all the members of the PCC and especially our Secretary, 
Debbie and to our Cleaners and to our Flower Arrangers. 

After many successful years in office, Guy McGregor stepped down as 
churchwarden, and he was replaced by Richard Giffin. He will be a hard act to 
follow, and the PCC are very grateful for his sterling contribution to the Parish 
of Hoxne. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 









 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



1ST FRESSINGFIELD SCOUT GROUP
Annual Report to our Communities2026

1

1st Fressingfield Scouts provides wonderful opportunities for boys and 
girls aged 4 25 (we start young as Squirrels) to contribute to their 
communities, whilst learning new skills which will stay with them for life.

Regardless of our title we are not just Fressingfield Scout Group but also 
the Scout Group for the surrounding villages. We have over 160 young 
people and it is great to see such enthusiastic support for what we do
from our local communities a big thankyou!

Varied weekly activities are run by dedicated and qualified Leaders 
(uniform) and other volunteers (non- uniform). All give significant 
amounts of time planning and delivering different and engaging activities 
which include traditional map reading, cooking (healthy eating and 
eating on a budget), and staying safe on line as well as having fun!
There are also regular camps where teamworking skills, communication 
and confidence are developed. Parents tell us how important it is to have 
other adults involved i especially when 
communication at home or school can be challenging. Our Leaders have 
excellent skills to engage with young people to bring out the best in 
them!

; our fundraising Santa 
Run in Fressingfield finished at the village Christmas market where we 
provided the bbq. We also run other bbqs to support others in their fund 
raising events such as Hoxne Village Church and we help with village 
litter picks.

Our Group undertakes quizzes, cake sales, sponsored runs and put 
together a fundraising calendar which was supported by many local 
businesses with advertising. We are involved in environmental surveys 
and have recently built bird boxes for our site and Hoxne Churchyard. 
Our Scout Patrol Leaders met up with Hoxne Youth Group to help them 
to make more boxes.
Those of you attending Remembrance Sunday in Fressingfield, Laxfield 
and Hoxne will see our Scouts in attendance and we are affiliated to the 
Royal British Legion. We have been pleased to support Christmas Tree 
Festivals in Hoxne and Weybread.
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As you would expect camping and outdoor activities are a big part of 
what we do. Last year our smallest camp was an overnight stop on a two 
day Expedition hike for four 12/13 year olds who completed a survey 
comparing the churchyards in Stradbroke, Brome, Oakley, Hoxne and 
Denham to understand wildlife benefit.

The largest camp was seven nights at the Norfolk Jamboree (Norjam) , 
at Norwich Showground. Eighteen Scouts and Explorers and five 
Leaders had a fantastic experience during a very hot week in August.  
There were wall to wall activities, social opportunities and a reminder of 
the Scout Movement's Worldwide presence and positive impact. 2600 
young people from 19 different countries attending, supported by their 
Leaders and 800 activity and support staff. 
In feedback from parents after the event many of our members 
described it,
phenomenal

Both Cub packs camped together at Thetford for a weekend featuring a 
day on the river canoeing and raft building. It was a great camp,
needless to say most got very wet!

Our contingent also had a great time at the annual Water Activities 
Weekend organised by Norfolk County Scouts, getting wet there as well!
Autumn saw one of Scout Troops join 2nd Diss Scouts at Eaton Vale 
activity site in Norwich for camping, canoeing, shooting and many more 
activities. Our other Scout Troop joined our Explorers for a survival camp 
sleeping in bivouacs.

Our biggest project (led by our team of Trustees), has been to fundraise 
and complete the installation of solar panels and battery storage at our 
HQ. This is already providing free power for us and an income from 
sales of surplus power. We are extremely grateful to MidSuffolk District 
Council, Suffolk Climate Action Fund, SPAR, and Garfield Weston for 
grants as well as funds from Henry Lloyd (Suffolk County Council) and 
Lavinia Haddingham Fressingfield District Councillor and Fressingfield, 
Hoxne and Laxfield Parish Councils.
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Our Trustees support the Scout Leader Team and manage our facilities. 
If you would like to add your skills to our mix we should be very grateful!.

Scouting is fun, rewarding and challenging not only for the young people 
from our communities but also for the dozens of adult volunteer Leaders 
and helpers who support our Scout Group.  
Would you like to help us grow the Group as we have a waiting list?
Subject to the necessary Safeguarding checks and some training we 
would love to increase the number of adults who support our young 
people -either face to face in the Sections or in a background role.  
Opportunities exist for anyone aged between18 and, well, anything 
really!  
Get in touch through our website, www.fressingfieldscouts.com or speak 
to any Leader.  You can also email Andrew our Group Lead Volunteer
at: gsl@fressingfieldscouts.com

There has been much positive comment about Scouting as we see our 
Young People grow and develop.
Thank you to everyone from the many villages that our members come 
from for your support.

1st Fressingfield Scout Group is a member of Southern Norfolk District Scout 
Council, Norfolk Scout Association.  We are managed and run by volunteers and 
are funded by our members, fundraising and the generosity of sponsors and grant 
providers.  
Registered charity (No. 1181154). Our governance arrangements and accounts 
can be viewed at the Charity Commission website.



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



HOXNE TELEPHONE KIOSK - BOOK EXCHANGE 

  

I believe we are coming into our tenth year of operation, and I hope that the service has been found 
useful and informative for our readers. 

This service relies on donations from villagers, and this has proved very successful, we have been 
able to sustain a varied selection of titles and offer them in good collection. 

 Due to the closure of the shop, I feel footfall in the immediate area has reduced, and therefore book 
turnover, however donations have continued and stock is currently good. 

 The Parish Council have been informed of the problems with the door, and lighting, so these 
matters should be reviewed soon. 

 The near future seems positive; I will continue with my work, there will be some increase in village 
population in the coming years, so more customers! The condition of the "box" will be kept under 
review, and I hope a good read will always be available! 

 Please call in we are always open! 

 Best wishes 

Colin  

 

 


